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Project Document 

Knowledge and Capacity Development for Inclusive Green 
Development Transition in Guyana 

Project Objective & Executive Summary: 

Enable Guyana's transition to an inclusive green economy through the elaboration of its "Green State 
Development Strategy and Financing Plan". 

Since Rio+20, an increasing number of countries have been developing green economy strategies to guide their 
national development plans. The Rio+20 conference concluded with an outcome document entitled "The Future We 
Want", which recognized the existence of a number of"different approaches, visions, models and tools available to 
each country, in accordance with its national circumstances and priorities, to achieve sustainable development", and 
identified Green Economy as an important tool for sustainable development. United Nations Environment 
Programme (UN Environment) has been supporting Green Economy, in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty alleviation. It is recognized that inclusive green economy strategies based on low-carbon and sustainable 
consumption and production approaches can offer pathways to addressing environmental, social and economic 
challenges in an integrated manner. 1 

This project responds to the specific request of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana to UN Environment to provide 
methodological and analytical support for the development of a long-term strategy (15 to 20 years) for the transition 
to a more diversified, green and inclusive economy, while at the same time achieving sustainable development. The 
Green State Development Strategy (GSDS) will lay the principle foundations for inclusive green economic and 
social growth, provide a roadmap for achieving sustainable development goals and related targets, and outline a 
long-term vision for a prosperous and equitable future. The objective of the strategy is to reorient and diversify 
Guyana's economy, reducing reliance on traditional/resource intensive sectors and opening up new sustainable 
income and investment opportunities in higher value-adding and higher-growth sectors; while promoting an 
equitable distribution of benefits to all Guyanese. 

The Co-operative Republic of Guyana is committed to a "Green State Development" to ensure the sustainable 
management of natural resources and balance economic growth with preservation of the country's environmental 
treasures for generations to come. To this end, a Green State Development Strategy will be elaborated. It will build 
upon numerous national commitments to sustainable development, such as: the country's National Determined 
Contribution (NDC), the Low Carbon Development Strategy, Climate Resilience Strategy and Action Plan 
(CRSAP), Guyana's renewable energy transition plan, Climate change resilience strategy and adaptation plan, 
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (2012-2020) (under revision to mainstream the Sustainable 
Development Goals, or SDGs), and National Adaptation Strategy for the Agricultural Sector (2009-2018), among 
others. The Strategy will bring all these efforts into a coherent framework and enabling conditions to allow 
coordinated policies, institutional arrangements, and programmes to manage the environment and economy as a 
whole for a better social inclusion and prosperity for all. 

1 See UN Environment Report on "Multiple Pathways for Sustainable Development. 1st report:
h!![,s://suslainabledevelopment .un.org/content/documen L'i/ I 986Mul liplePath ways ustainableDevelopmen l.pd f 
and, 2nd 

report:http://web.unep.orp/greeneconomy/siles/unep.org.greeneconomy/tiles/publications/furtherevidencesustainahilitypractice 2 
016 web O.pdf 
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Guyana Green State Development Strategy 

The project's expected outcome is increased capacity, knowledge and awareness on Green State 
Development Strategy (GSDS) and green skills, and enhanced institutional coordination to support the 
GSDS implementation. 

The project expected outputs are: 

Output A: Inter-ministerial and Multi-stakeholder cooperation mechanisms strengthened. 

Output B: Green State Development Strategy (GSDS) developed based on evidence-based 
knowledge and multi-stakeholder consultations. 

Output C: Capacity development and knowledge services for Green State and Sustainable 
Development enhanced and produced. 

Output D: Open and participatory consultation for the elaboration of the GSDS facilitated 

Output E: Resources for mobilisation identified and financial plan developed 

1.2. Key Challenges 

Though a resource rich country, Guyana is the third poorest country in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
with a population of roughly 800,000 and a per capita gross domestic product (GDP) in 2015 of 
US$3,74110 • The latest available figures (2006) showed that Guyana's poverty rate exceeded 35%. Much 
of the country's rioverty is concentrated in the rural and interior communities - 75% of this population is
considered poor 1 

- where agriculture is the primary occupation, and there is little access to basic 
services. 

The economy of Guyana has been dominated by natural resource extraction and agriculture which 
together in 2015 accounted for about 34.6% of Guyana's GDP. Agriculture, including forestry, made up 
19.6% of GDP, while mining and quarrying made up 15.0% of GDP. Mining production was dominated 
by gold, which represented 11.5% of GDP. Mining represent 60% of all deforestation and 97% of forest 
degradation in Guyana12

• Manufacturing represented 7.3% of GDP, with the processing ofrice and sugar 
alone accounting for a I ittle over a third of all manufacturing activity. The service industry accounted for 
a large share of the economy, representing 46.2% of GDP; major categories within services included 
wholesale and retail trade, transportation and storage, and public administration. Construction accounted 
for 9.2% of GDP, while electricity and water accounted for 3%.13The majority of these services is 
dedicated to supporting the extractive industries, and in part depends upon them.14 It has also been
estimated that roughly 8% of GDP is directly or indirectly related to tourism, leveraging Guyana's wealth 

10 2017 Guyana Budget Speech, Appendix I.
11 Poverty Reduction Paper 2011
12 Progrcs and Ch·anengcs in Disaster Ri k Management in Guyana (Civil Defence Commission, 2014)
13 Budget 2017 Volume I. Appendix H, page 690.
14 Thoma , C., Too Big lo Fail: A Scoping tudy of The Small and Medium Scale Gold and Diamond Mining Industry in
Guyana. 2009, University of Guyana. 

11 








































































































































































